38      INDIA AND IMPERIAL PREFERENCE
we re-export to Germany and the United States such a large amount of " foreign and colonial merchandise/' in addition to our own produce and manufactures, that the total of our exports to each of those countries exceeds the total to India. But this entrepot trade gives employment to no British labour, except to a few merchants and shippers and brokers and their employees at the ports of transhipment, whereas practically the whole of our exports to India consists of the outturn of our own factories and workshops. From every point of view, whether of production or of requirement, the United Kingdom and India are for all practical purposes exactly complementary. What the one most needs the other can best supply. Together, they constitute an absolutely self-contained and self-sufficing commercial and industrial unit; and if Free Trade be established within its limits, as Mr. Bonar Law has suggested, it will be by far the largest, richest, and most populous Free Trade area on earth. And as its internal